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4910-06-P 

 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

Federal Railroad Administration 

 

Proposed Agency Information Collection Activities; Comment Request 

 

[Docket No. FRA 2015-0007-N-10] 
 

AGENCY:  Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Department of Transportation 

(DOT). 

 

ACTION:  Notice. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY:  In compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this notice 

announces that the Information Collection Requests (ICRs) abstracted below are being 

forwarded to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for review and comment.  

The ICRs describes the nature of the information collections and their expected burdens.  

The Federal Register notice with a 60-day comment period soliciting comments on the 

following collections of information was published on March 3, 2015 (80 FR 11518). 

DATES:  Comments must be submitted on or before [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER 

DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  Ms. Kimberly Toone, Office of 

Information Technology, RAD-20, Federal Railroad Administration, 1200 New Jersey 

Ave., S.E., Mail Stop 35, Washington, D.C. 20590 (telephone: (202) 493-6132).  (These 

telephone numbers are not toll-free.) 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 

(PRA), Public Law 104-13, sec. 2, 109 Stat. 163 (1995) (codified as revised at 44 U.S.C. 
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3501-3520), and its implementing regulations, 5 CFR part 1320, require Federal agencies 

to issue two notices seeking public comment on information collection activities before 

OMB may approve paperwork packages.  44 U.S.C. 3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.5, 

1320.8(d)(1), 1320.12.  On March 3, 2015, FRA published a 60-day notice in the Federal 

Register soliciting comment on ICR that the agency was seeking OMB approval.  See 80 

FR 11518.  FRA received no comments after issuing this notice.  Accordingly, these 

information collection activities have been re-evaluated and certified under 5 CFR 

1320.5(a) and are being forwarded to OMB for review and approval pursuant to 5 CFR 

1320.12(c).   

 Before OMB decides whether to approve these proposed collections of 

information, it must provide 30 days for public comment.  44 U.S.C. 3507(b); 5 CFR 

1320.12(d).  Federal law requires OMB to approve or disapprove paperwork packages 

between 30 and 60 days after the 30 day notice is published.  44 U.S.C. 3507 (b)-(c); 5 

CFR 1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978, 44983, Aug. 29, 1995.  OMB believes that the 30 

day notice informs the regulated community to file relevant comments and affords the 

agency adequate time to digest public comments before it renders a decision.  60 FR 

44983, Aug. 29, 1995.  Therefore, respondents should submit their respective comments 

to OMB within 30 days of publication to best ensure having their full effect.  5 CFR 

1320.12(c); see also 60 FR 44983, Aug. 29, 1995. 

 Below is a brief summary of the information collection activities that FRA will 

submit for clearance by OMB as required under the PRA: 

Title: Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing Program (RRIF)  

OMB Control Number: 2130-0548 
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Abstract: Title V of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 

(Act), 45 U.S.C. 821 et seq., authorized FRA to provide railroads financial assistance 

through the purchase of preference shares, and the issuance of loan guarantees.  Section 

7203 of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21
st
 Century of 1998, Public Law 105-178 

(1998) (TEA 21), and subsequent amendments in the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 

Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users, Public Law No. 109-59 (2005) 

SAFETEA-LU and the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (RSIA), Division A of 

Public Law No. 110-432 have since replaced the previous Title V financing program. On 

July 6, 2000, FRA published a final rule with procedures and requirements to cover 

applications of financial assistance in the form of direct loans and loan guarantees 

consistent with the changes made to Title V of the Act by section 7203 of TEA 21.  On 

September 29, 2010, FRA published a Notice Regarding Consideration and Processing of 

Applications for Financial Assistance Under the RRIF Program.  The collection of 

information is used by FRA staff to determine the legal and financial eligibility of 

applicants for direct loans regarding eligible projects. Eligible projects include: (1) 

Acquisition, improvement or rehabilitation of intermodal or rail equipment or facilities 

(including tracks, components of tracks, bridges, yards, buildings, and shops); (2) 

Refinancing outstanding debt incurred for these purposes; or (3) Development or 

establishment of new intermodal or railroad facilities.  The aggregate unpaid principal 

amounts of obligations cannot exceed $35.0 billion at any one time, and not less than 

$7.0 billion is to be available solely for projects benefitting freight railroads other than 

Class I carriers.  The Secretary of Transportation has delegated his authority under the 

RRIF Program to the FRA Administrator in 1 CFR 1.89.  On September 29, 2010, FRA 
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published a Notice Regarding Consideration and Processing of Applications for Financial 

Assistance Under the RRIF Program.  As explained in the notice, FRA’s RRIF Buy 

America policy furthers two of the RRIF program’s eight priorities described in 45 

U.S.C. 822(c): (3) Promote economic development, and (4) Enable U.S. companies to be 

more competitive in international markets. 

Form Number(s): FRA Forms 217, 219 and 229  

Affected Public: State and local governments, government sponsored authorities and 

corporations, railroads, and joint ventures that include at least one railroad. 

Total Estimated Annual Burden: 40,865 hours 

 Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 3507(a) and 5 CFR 1320.5(b) and 1320.8(b)(3)(vi), FRA 

informs all interested parties that it may not conduct or sponsor, and a respondent is not 

required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid 

OMB control number. 

Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520. 

            

            Rebecca Pennington, 

            Chief Financial Officer. 
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